7th Grade Social Studies                              2014-15                                                    S. Simms

I. 1st Quarter


A. Review of U.S. map: States & major geographic features


B. Review of world map: Oceans, continents, geographic features


C. “Tools of Geography” unit.
                 1. Latitude/Longitude lines, map projections, etc.

D.  Native Americans / Inuit, Subarctic, Eastern Woodland, Plains, Northwest


     1. Video: Nanook of the North 


     2. Project: “Leather stretching drawing”.


E. Current Events/ Newspaper in Education

            F. FIA field trip: Flint Institute of Arts workshop; Iconography
II. 2nd Quarter


A. Conclusion of Native Americans of North America unit.
                 1. Field trip to the Ziibiwing Center, Mt. Pleasant, MI. 

                  2. Add-on for field trip: Alma College (tentative…. singing with the Alma College Choir!
          B. Early Indian Civilizations of Latin America: Aztec, Maya, Inca

                1. Video: Secrets of Lost Empires, the Inca; 

                2. Video: Conquistadors: Cortes
                3. Internet activity: Mesoamerican Ballgame


C.  Short History of United States (English & French exploration,  

                  French & Indian War, Revolution and on up to NAFTA, Iraq War, etc.)


D. Current events/ Newspaper in Education
          E. Contest: Participation in the “National Geographic Geography Bee”.

III. 3rd Quarter

          A.  African-American History Month

    1. Research project: 6 famous African-Americans; classroom game follows.
               2. Western Africa; Northern Africa: Video: Globe Trekker West Africa
               3. Underground Railroad

                     a. Video: Race to Freedom: Story of the Underground Railroad
                     b. Internet activity: Journey the Underground Railroad
            B. History of Canada

C. Current events/ Newspaper in Education
IV. 4th Quarter
          A. . The History of Mexico
          B.  Special project: Map of the Americas
          C. Current events
