
Hello 
Families!

This “letter” is filled with information about my classroom 
for both new and old students, as some 

policies/procedures in my room will be changing.  
Please read through it and e-mail me with any questions 

or concerns.  I am asking that the attached sheet be 
signed and returned to school as your student’s first 

grade.

First of all, to those who will be new to my room, I am Mrs. Shanafelt and I 
will be your student’s math teacher this year. I look forward to getting to 
know your child and having a fun and exciting year with them!

Materials (all 
are provided):
-Math journal 
(composition book)
-Simple Solutions 
book
-Math folder

About the math journals: Your student’s math 
journal will serve as their “textbook” throughout the 
school year.  It is extremely important that they keep 
their notes neat, accurate, and up-to-date.  Students 
are able to use their notes on every test and quiz in 
class (aside from Simple Solutions quizzes).  This journal 
is their resource.  They can add anything extra they 
want in it as long as it is handwritten by them.  The 
journal may not contain any loose pages for 
tests/quizzes.  Journals will be collected at the end of 
every unit for a grade.  They will be graded on 
neatness, order, and accuracy.

Simple Solutions: Simple Solutions (S.S.) is a review workbook that we 
will be using.  While there are weeks that will throw off the typical order, 
most weeks will consist of lessons due Monday-Thursday with a quiz on 
Friday.  We will review for the quiz on Thursday.  I will come around and 
check to make sure their homework is complete each day.  They will receive 
a stamp if it is complete.  Every day students will be provided with the 
answers to the homework and given a chance to ask questions over 
problems they did not understand.  The Simple Solutions quiz will directly 
mimic the homework for the week.  Students who finish tasks/assignments 
early will have time to work on Simple Solutions homework in class.  
Students may work as far ahead in their workbook as they wish.  It is 
essential that students complete their homework, ask questions, and take 
notes when I demonstrate problems.

I will not be accepting late assignments this year.
If there are extenuating circumstances, please contact me.



Absence Policy: If a student is absent, it is their job to find out what they 
missed.  They may do this by asking a classmate or meeting with me before 
school or during recess.  I have an absent bin that will contain any 
handouts missed.  Students may copy the notes from my math journal 
during recess or copy notes from another student. If they have further 
questions, they need to come to me prior to a test or quiz.  Simple 
Solutions lessons are due regardless of absences as they are posted on the 
school website and known about in advance.  All assignments, tests, and 
quizzes from the day of absence are granted one additional day to 
make-up before they are considered late.  While I greatly appreciate 
knowing about prolonged absences in advance, I cannot provide work in 
advance.  Students will need to get caught up upon return.

Homework:
Homework without work attached 
will result in a zero for that 
assignment and cannot be made 
up.  Students must include their 
work with each assignment.

Incomplete work is an automatic 
50%, even if only one problem was 
not completed.  Incomplete work 
with less than 50% of the the 
homework done will also result in a 
zero.

Most homework will receive a 
completion grade of 5 points.  For 
some homework I will select 2-3 
problems at random to record as 
a grade based on correctness.  
Not all homework will receive a 
grade.

I will note in TeacherEase if your 
student struggled with an 
assignment.  It is a good idea to 
review concepts with them that 
they struggle with.

Students should ask questions over 
homework problems they do not 
understand!

Important notes:
Students will receive a math folder 

in which they should keep all of 
their assignments from a unit.  If 
they have every assignment in 

their folder on the day of the test, 
they will receive extra credit.

I communicate a lot through 
TeacherEase.  I will include 

important notes about 
assignments and/or behavior.  It is 

helpful to check it regularly.

Test dates posted on the school 
website may change.  Quizzes will 

not always be announced, as 
they are open notes.  Simple 

Solutions information will be 
posted on the website.

Always feel free to email me with 
questions or concerns!

 


